
 
Written Assignment Planning Form 

 
 
Here is an example model for you to follow when writing your Written Assignment outline. You don’t have 
to use this format if you do not wish to, but whatever format you use it needs to include at least the 
following information: 
 
Title: 
(You need to strike the right balance between being too general – e.g. exploring the role of all the minor 
characters in Season of Migration to the North, which would obviously be too much to do in a 1500 word essay – 
and being too specific – e.g. an exploration of the role of the Sayal bush in Season of Migration, which would not 
give you enough to say. Many of the best essay titles will simply pick an interesting and sophisticated feature of 
the text (a character, motif, strand of imagery, literary technique) and ask what role it plays in the novel) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Main Points: 
(These will be used to structure your essay as these will be the ‘topic sentences’ of your paragraphs. You will only 
need 3 to 4 because the idea is that they are developed in detail so that they form well explored and explained 
points. Each point should relate clearly back to the title) 
 
Main Point 1)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Main Point 2)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  ……………………………………………………………………………………………..  
  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Main Point 3)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Main Point 4)  ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 Evidence ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Evidence …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 Explanation  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
   …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
You can repeat or expand on this structure as many times as you wish. Remember to aim for something 
like 20 – 30 short quotations in your essay because it is only by having this many quotations that you will 
be able to demonstrate a really detailed understanding of the text. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
(1500 words is not a lot and so you don’t want to waste time in your conclusion simply summing up what you have 
said before. As such, one of the best things that you can do is find either a most powerful / most effective 
quotation or a quotation that effectively encapsulates most of the main ideas that you have explored in the essay 
so far. If you do this you should not use this quotation in the main body of your essay. Instead save it for the 
conclusion where you should quote it and explain why it is so powerful or how it manages to draw together all of 
the main ideas that you have discussed) 
 
Encapsulating Quotation  …………………………………………………………………………………… 
    …………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
How it encapsulates the main points you have made:  
 1) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 2) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 3) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 4) …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 


